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GCSE Sciences: What are you
being asked to do in the exams?

These are the command words you might see in different
guestions throughout your exam

Command word ‘ Definition \ ' 4 "'7 '

Add/Label Show information or name something on a graph, diagram or table.
Give/State/Name Recall one or for .
State what is meant by Write down what the term in the question means.

Draw roduce a diagram with or without a ruler. Simple line diagrams for scientific equipment and circuit
S s for a circuit diagram.
Mark poin a graph accurately using the information and the grid in the question. Label axes
and use nsible scale if not given in the question.

Produce a drawing without a ruler e.g. sketch a rough graph with axes and a line.

Add values to a table or diagram.

Find a rough number or amount from the information given in the question.

Choose key details from information given in the question.

Work out your answer using the numbers in the question. Include units in your answer.

Prove the statement in the question is right.

Use Information In the question and give a numerical answer.

Come to a decision based on information in the guestion.

Say why something happens; only write the number of reasons the guestion %

Give an account of something, or link facts, information, events or pro s in a logical order.

ay h ething happens; ‘beca will be an important part of your answer.
reasoning or making an

Read the_infcn‘mal')_n irj ‘[.he ques‘qoh : ref / and pick ¢ e most i ant parts to help you
answer the question or come to a conc .

Ln(:)g at.lth_e ir']formgti('m in t.he qL{m;tic:n.alnd_ bring it together to make a decision and come to a

onclusion with evidence from the guestion.
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ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON




